3g                              LAW OF CONTRACTS.
It is allowable, however, to admit testimony as to oral agreements or understandings made priorto,or contemporaneous with, the signing of the contract, for the purpose of proving fraud and deception.
Such evidence may also be introduced for the purpose of proving duress or mistake in the drafting of the contract, It can not be introduced for the purpose of modifying its terms, since it must be assumed that all the essential or material matters in the agreement were embodied in the written contract.
Subsequent oral or written agreement modifying the terms of the original contract requires a separate and distinct consideration to support it, unless the original contract contained special provision for such changes, in which case they must be made in accordance therewith, and may or may not require a new consideration.
ASSIGNMENTS OP CONTRACTS.
30. When Assignments Can Be Made. All contracts and agreements can in general be assigned by either party, and the contract enforced by the assignee, except such contracts or agreements as involve a personal trust or confidence in one or both of the parties. Evidently trust and confidence in the skill or professional ability of another can not be assigned, and when such trust is a material element in the contract there can be no assignment. Of such character are nearly all kinds of personal services, except, perhaps, the most common labor.
All building and engineering contracts are assignable, unless the writings themselves contain conditions denying such privilege. It is, however, common to insert such a clause in all engineering contracts by which they then become non-issignable.